
 
 
  

Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 2nd October, 
2013 at 7.30pm at Bluntisham Village Hall, Bluntisham. 

 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Jeff Nicholls (JN)  - Earith PC 
Christine Ward  - Cottenham PC 
Stan Smith (SS)  - Sutton PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Gareth Wilson   - Haddenham PC 
Penny Mayo   - Sutton PC 
  
Minutes: Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith Villagers Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting 
BB volunteered to chair the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Terry Rogers, Terry Stoodley, Pauline Wilson, Margaret Shardlow, James Rowley & Chris 
Prescott. 
  
3. Minutes & Actions from last Meeting on 23/05/2013 
 
Ongoing actions: 
 

Historical Actions Status On 
It was agreed that the HCV would put together a sub-group to take 
another look at the County Council’s figures and calculation methods for 
assessing traffic impact   
 

Ongoing BB/OM 

Produce a summary of the  environmental test results for each village 
 
Sutton have had a presentation and OM had produced a version for Earith.  
 

Incomplete OM/AJ 

Get hold of major road repair cost figures.  
 
AJ reported progress in that he had now got the repair costs for the 
Willingham Road which were very high. He is still looking into costs for 
the Earith – Haddenham and Earith – Sutton roads 

Ongoing AJ 

CCC related actions 
1. Get minutes and attendance list of meeting on Feb. 21st, 2013 
2. Follow up actions previously agreed by CCC 
3. Press for a further meeting with CCC officers 

Ongoing BB/OM 

 

Actions from last meeting on May 23rd Status On 
   

Circulate CC Long Term Transport Strategy to PCs 
 

Done BB 

Contact Penny Bryant re: Sutton weight restriction application Not Done OM 

Investigate use of HCV-proof kerbing Not Done JN 

Check if Jeff Buck had been fully paid Not clear if Hilton 
have paid in full 

AJ 

Check with Jeff Buck about the cost of conducting particulate 
count testing on the dust samples 

Done AJ 

Check with Shyful Choudry where HCV advisory signage has Done BB 



 
 
been put up 
Circulate dates for next meeting in September Done OM 

 
4. A14 Consultation 
 
AJ had already written out a number of observations and objections to the proposals divided 
into 7 categories. The meeting agreed that the best way to proceed towards a common 
response was to examine each of these points in turn. The meeting would then decide if the 
point should be accepted as it stood, modified, or rejected. Refer to attached spreadsheet. 
 
The Consultation Process: 
1.1 Process too short – Agreed  
1.2 Lack of consultation - should also include mention of the late delivery of information to 

Parish Councils and the difficulties associated with the holiday season 
1.3 Surrounding districts not included - Agreed 
1.4 Inadequate detail in literature – should also mention the lack of supporting references 
1.5 Additional point. The exhibitions were generally very poor with staff badly informed about 

the plan itself and the local area 
 
Funding: 
2.1     LAs have no remit to fund it – Should also mention the £300m deficit that CCC has in its       
road repair budget. Why is £25m going to the A14 scheme? 
2.2     EU not approached - Agreed 
2.3     Major port owners not approached  - Agreed 
2.4    Additional point. Mention the involvement of the LEPs 
2.5    Additional point. Increased damage on local roads from toll-avoiding traffic 
 
Traffic Estimates: 
3.1 No statistical evidence of long-term need  - Agreed 
3.2 No evidence to support traffic growth -Agreed 
3.3 No account of factors influencing traffic reductions -Agreed 
3.4 No figures of effect on HCV movements of Felixstowe-Nuneaton rail link -Agreed 
3.5 No figures on effect of Ely bypass -Agreed 
 
Alternatives: 
4.1      No alternatives proposed beyond existing corridor - Agreed 
4.2      No consideration of dualling A428 from Caxton Gibbet to St. Neots - Agreed 
4.3      No consideration of dualling A142/A141 route to Peterborough  - Agreed 
4.4      No consideration of opening up more rail routes such as Peterborough to Cambridge via 
Huntingdon - Agreed 
4.5     No consideration of modifying HS2 and HS1 routes to link up with each other - Agreed 
4.6     No consideration of retaining existing route and moving Spittals interchange - Agreed 
4.7     No consideration given to just improving existing junctions and providing some alternative 
routes for local traffic. - Agreed 
 
Tolling: 
5.1     Many drivers will not use the tolled route on principle – Should also mention scepticism 
about suggested price and future increases 
5.2      Effects of tolling on the alternative routes not considered - Agreed 
5.3      No agreement with other jurisdictions to enforce tolls – Should also mention that the 
proposed technology may not work with some foreign number plates 
5.4      Effects on the local communities of removing the bridge at Huntingdon not considered - 
Agreed 
 
Local Traffic Issues: 
6.1      Bridge removal will affect residential areas - Agreed 
6.2      Removal of river crossing will mean other crossings cannot cope – Agreed  
6.3      Alternative routes to A14 will be choked by extra traffic - Agreed 



 
 
6.4     Block Fen planning requirement for HCVs to travel by A14 to Northstowe and Cambridge 
will be impossible to implement  - Agreed 
6.5     No suitable route for Needingworth quarry lorries to travel to Huntingdon & Alconbury. - 
Agreed 
6.6      County A roads not capable of taking extra traffic without massive disturbance. The 
villages on these routes not consulted - Agreed 
6.7       Many county A & B roads unable to take extra traffic without refurbishment for which 
there is no budget - Agreed 
6.8      A141 from Warboys to Spittals gridlocked at peak hours. Bridge removal will exacerbate 
this problem. - Agreed 
6.9      No evidence that effects on local routes have been modelled – Should also add there is 
no mention of mitigating measures. 
6.10    Additional point:  Alternative route for light vehicles via Brampton already at capacity. 
Planned developments at RAF Brampton will make this worse without additional A14 traffic. 
 
Environmental: 
 
7.1     Remaining unspoiled countryside south of Huntingdon will be destroyed. - Agreed 
7.2     Dissection of major farms could make them unviable - Agreed 
7.3     Noise disturbance and pollution to villages of Hilton, Papworth, Papworth Everard and the 
Offords. 
7.4     Alternative route A1123 via St. Ives is already a Noise Action zone and it is illegal to make 
it worse. - Agreed 
7.5    Cambridge northern bypass is an air pollution monitoring zone. Additional higher speed 
traffic will exacerbate the problem here. - Agreed 
7.6      Major increase in environmental problems in the villages through toll avoidance. Refer to 
the HCV environmental study. - Agreed 
7.7      Risk of disturbance to waste disposal site north of the Offords. – Agreed 
 
The deadline for response is October 9th. OM said the Road Safety Committee will also be 
replying.  
 
Action:  AJ to circulate the updated spreadsheet so that PCs and individuals can use any of the 
material for their own responses. 
 
CW asked the meeting if the response to the consultation implied that the HCV group did not 
think that any improvements to the A14 were necessary. This view was not held by any of the 
members present. The position was that the solution put forward was based on very limited 
consultation and research and a very narrow view of the problem. The HCV response was 
pointing intent on highlighting these inadequacies in the hope that a proper consultation would 
result. 
 
5. Ely Bypass consultation 
 
AJ reported that Network rail had started work on the railway improvements but had had to stop 
because the ground was so poor.  
An employee of Atkins had also admitted that a tunnel would be more cost effective.  
 
Action: BB volunteered to attend the Ely bypass exhibition on behalf of the group. 
 
6. AOB 
 
Web-Site:   OM reported that the St. Ives Road Safety committee are looking into setting up a 
web-site. They have offered to let the HCV group post items on this site. This will be an agenda 
item at the next meeting. 

 
7. Next Meeting 
OM to circulate possible dates for early December. 


